
 
Sad news indeed. I had no idea at all that Ian was so ill - he didn't look after himself as we 
know but when I saw him last in April (it was the evening Glenrothes "A" came up to play your 
"A" team in the last match) he seemed rather better that he had done for some time.  
 
We had time for quite a friendly chat and mentioned the old days in the 70's when we were 
rival board 1's for Dundee and Kirkcaldy. These days now seem so long ago. 
 

 
was totally distraught to hear the news about Ian.  Obviously, like yourself, we knew Ian for 
many years.  Obviously, latterly we didn’t have the same contact as before.  
 

Sorry to hear the sad news of Ian' passing 
 

As you say he could be a bit of a nutter sometime  
but I couldn't help like him somehow. 
 

Terrible news, I always had a lot of time for Ian, he was always good company and very 
funny. Many of my maddest ever chess games- with kings in the centre of the board after a 
few moves were against Ian. It was always sad to see his deterioration with alcohol over the 
years. 
 

Very sorry to hear that, unbelievable really 
 

Deeply saddened by this news.My thoughts go out to Colin and Ians close friends( they know 
who they are).He was a good guy underneath all the front. 
As well as being very witty and intelligent he was a true chess genius at his peak and 
personally i'd love to be half the player he was. 
  
The world is a poorer place for his absence.I will miss Ian A Mcnab. A great pal to me and 
through difficult times staying in the hostel together we kept each other amused by playing 
chess day and night.  
I thank him for helping me to improve in chess and also for being a loyal friend through thick 
and thin. A great laugh, great drinking partner and great person.  
People will talk of Ian for many years to come. a true legend. 
 

There are lots of you who knew him longer than me, but when I first  knew him at the 
Taycreggan he was great fun and a fantastic player who saw so much at the board.. Truly 
astonishing at times. 
  
I used to hang with him and Brian occasionaly,drinking and having a laugh. He would go and 
put Brian's horses on for a pint.and always be back in time to watch them lose, which was of 
course a good excuse for another pint. 
  
His deterioration over the years was sad and painful to watch, but nothing can take away from 
the fact that he will always be a chess legend in Dundee. 
 

 
rally sad to hear that and yes he was a thoroughly decent bloke, also sharp 
as a tack. I too have fond memories of him in that he was always willing to 
go over a game of chess with you and give sound advice and not just talk 
about his moves. But the thing I remember most about him was his jokes and 
quick wit which made me laugh. He was indeed a really good man. 
 


