
Keith Rose 
Pawn 

 

 

Joined: 07 Mar 2007 

Posts: 3 

Posted: Thu Jun 19, 2008 11:26 pm    Post subject: Ian A. McNab 

I am sorry to have to tell you that Ian has passed away. I have sent a tribute to the CS web site 

which should appear shortly.  

 

When the funeral arrangements are made I will post details here for anyone who wants to attend.  

 

Ian will be missed by everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him. He was truly individual.  

 

Keith Rose  
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Donald Wilson 
Rook 

 

 

Joined: 07 Mar 2007 

Posts: 52 

Posted: Fri Jun 20, 2008 8:23 pm    Post subject:  

Very sad news.  

 

I first encountered Ian at the Scottish in St Andrews in 1983, and I realised then that he was a 
unique character - a joker with a keen ability to spot the absurd (though laughing at himself more 

than at anyone else), but at the same time generous and helpful.  

 

For Ian it was the game, not the result, that mattered, and I get the impression that that was also 

his attitude to life.  

 

The chess community in Scotland is diminished by this loss, but the world keeps on turning, and I 

rather think Ian would laugh to see us making a fuss over his death.  
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GN 
King 

 
 

Joined: 30 Mar 2007 

Posts: 160 

Posted: Mon Jun 23, 2008 5:12 pm    Post subject:  

Very sorry to hear this news. From what I recall of Ian back in the 1980's during my brief spell with 

Castlehill he was always a great character and, over the chess board, an extremely imaginative and 

dangerous player. Very sad.  
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copacablanca 
Queen 

 
 

Joined: 07 Mar 2007 

Posts: 119 

Location: a bar in 

Havana, a beach in 
Rio... 

Posted: Tue Jun 24, 2008 1:29 pm    Post subject:   

Sad news indeed.  

 

About thirty years ago Ian was a regular on the tournament circuit, and I played him a number of 
times. Those games were never dull—Ian didn’t do ‘dull’. His chess was much like his personality—

lively, sharp, incisive and unpredictable. Away from the board he was friendly and quick-witted — 

always up for a bit of friendly banter or a joke or two at the expense of himself or his fellow 

competitors. No-one could afford to take themselves too seriously when Ian was around.  
 

I took this photograph of him (centre) when I met him again just a few short weeks ago, at the 

Chessworld.net social in Dundee. He was just as I remembered him all those years ago, sharing a 
joke with friends over a game of chess. It is hard to believe he is no longer with us.   



 


